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I was able to perform the Gwanpyeong-dong church project by chance. When |
established my own office and was looking for something worthwhile, | heard
that there was a plan to build a new church from my nephew in Daejeon. |
found the site with the possibility of the religious architecture design that | was
always interested in. When | talked with the priest, | came to the conclusion
that 'Oh, if he has this idea, | should try my best.' | thought that architecture
should reflect the society and culture of the time, and that the concepts and
spaces inherent in architecture should be implemented with materials and
technologies optimized in the present era. And | found the possibility through
the conversation.

Through the designation competition, | carefully crafted a modern but sublime
design, and fortunately | was selected as the designer with the best of the
three works. In order to express the comfort from the faith of religion, the ele-
vated spirit, and the connection between God and man, | sketched the facade
with the motif of a soft curve Wing that metaphorizes the trinity, and exam-
ined the relationship between light and space in various angles. | went through
a lot of designing process such as the Insufficient budget, the meeting and dis-
cussion with numerous architectural committees, the design review over two
hours in Daejeon diocese, and the interaction and the correction about the
indoor atmosphere with an Italian sacred design company, but many conversa-
tions and persuasions were made to maintain the initial concept. Building trust

with the client seemed to be a necessary process.
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Through the recognition of the need for design supervision, | visited the con-
struction site almost once a month. | was able to alleviate the vague sense of
anxiety through the structure gradually getting completed, and despite some
modifications, the early imagination | shared with the priest was realized little
by little. Because there were a lot of architectural contents compared to the
size of the site, it was not possible to have a sufficient size of the courtyard.
However, | tried to make the spatial conception to calm the mind when enter-
ing the church through the division of the circulation. Since | was able to know
the location and design for the artifacts made by Italian craftsmen and the
sculptures of Hong Kong artists from the beginning of the design, the architec-

ture and the artwork could be integrated to give a harmony dignity.

I am sure that it is a good project to realize the statement of the American
architect leoh Ming Pei that 'good architecture can be made only by a good cli-
ent', and | deeply appreciate the enthusiasm and trust of the stakeholders
including the priest who has respected and trusted the opinions of the archi-
tect.




Daejeon Gwanpyeong-dong Catholic Church

Location 739, 740, 741, Gwanpyeong-dong, Yuseong-gu,

Daejeon, Korea

Function Religious facility

Site area Main building: 1,152mz2, Annex: 576m2

Bldg. area Main building: 805m?2, Annex: 383m?

Total floor area Main building: 1,636m2, Annex: 1,186m2

Stories Main building: 3FL, Annex: 5FL
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Annex: Reinforced concrete

Photographer AN NEWS / Hanseok Kim
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Daejeon Gwanpyeong-dong Catholic Church

Y A O
— [ ITTTTTTT T ——
I [T T TTTTTTTTT]
paiEEERERRRRRRN 1
A T IL]
| HH‘\‘\‘HHH P s B W
‘ f fSeir - |
‘ I ‘ T T IO L
\ ) [ ‘\L E E
N Q TT
miiL
Longitudinal section 1 Longitudinal section I
Main building — North elevation Main building — South elevation

L [ T —

sANNARANNARANNRRNNNRE NN i ‘
s o — R N T T
| I B
\ LT T I \ — I | . I T T IoL 14
T 1E | Addddddd R LI | 1T [T ot ddd b i ' L) 1# = ‘ ‘ ‘
] il Lo FEEEEEE [l
_— ‘lm Cross section I Cross section I

Annex — North elevation Annex — South elevation

100 101



Daejeon Gwanpyeong-dong Catholic Church
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